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NCA DELEGATION LEVELS

	Legislation
	Function(s) of the Director General of the National Crime Agency
	Minimum Grade of NCA Officer

	Crime and Courts Act 2013

	Section 4(1)(a) – power to decide which operations are mounted by NCA officers 
	Deputy Director

	
	Section 4(1)(b) – power to decide how NCA operations are conducted 
	Deputy Director

	
	Section 4(3), and (6) to (9) – production of the NCA Annual Plan
	Deputy Director

	
	Section 4(5) – determine operational priorities for the NCA
	Deputy Director General

	
	Section 5(1) to (4) – voluntary tasking (power to perform a task requested by a UK police force or law enforcement agency, or  request a task is performed by them) 
	Deputy Director General

	
	Section 5(5) – directed tasking (power to direct a chief officer of a police force)
	Deputy Director General

	
	Section 6 – duty to publish information about the exercise of NCA functions and other matters relating to the NCA
	Deputy Director General

	
	Section 8 – provide assistance to overseas governments
	Deputy Director

	
	Section 9(1) – exercise of the functions of the Commissioners of HM Revenues and Customs in respect of Customs matters
	G1

	
	Section 10 – power to designate an NCA officer with one or more of the operational powers (constable, officer of Revenue and Customs, immigration officer, and general customs official)
	Deputy Director General

	
	Schedule 1, paragraph 2 – duty to ensure efficient and effective discharge of NCA functions
	Deputy Director

	
	Schedule 1, paragraph 9 – select NCA officers for appointment
	Deputy Director 

	
	Schedule 1, paragraphs 13 and 14 – make arrangements for secondments
	Deputy Director 

	
	Schedule 1, paragraph 15 – select and appoint NCA specials
	Deputy Director

	
	Schedule 2, paragraph 7 – duty to issue an annual report
	Deputy Director General

	
	Schedule 2, paragraph 8(1) – duty to publish annual plan etc
	Deputy Director General

	
	Schedule 3 part 2 – duty to exchange information
	G3

	
	Schedule 3, paragraphs 8 and 9 - voluntary assistance (provide assistance to a UK / island police force /  law enforcement agency, or request such assistance)
	Deputy Director General

	
	Schedule 3, paragraph 11 – directed assistance (direct assistance is provided to the NCA by a police force or law enforcement agency)
	Deputy Director General

	
	Schedule 3 Part 4 – voluntary arrangements to use police and Border Force facilities
	G3 

	
	Schedule 3 Part 5 – payment for tasks, assistance or facilities
	Deputy Director

	
	Schedule 5, paragraph 25 – payment of proceeds of forfeitures received under Customs and Excise Management Act 1979 to HMRC
	Director

	
	Schedule 6, paragraph 4 – duty to comment on each HMICFRS report
	Deputy Director

	
	Schedule 6, paragraph 5 – duty to disclose information to HMICFRS and Scottish Inspectors
	Deputy Director

	
	Schedule 6, paragraph 6 – duty to secure access to NCA premises to HMICFRS and Scottish Inspectors
	Deputy Director

	
	Schedule 7 paragraphs 6 and 7 – consent to onward disclosure of NCA information
	G3

	Constitutional Reform Act 2005
	Section 107 – disclosure of information to the Judicial Appointments Commission
	Deputy Director General

	Controlled Drugs (Drug Precursors) (Community External Trade) Regulations 2008
	Regulation 3(5) – “competent authority” for the purpose of receiving Chemical Suspicious Activity Reports (UK-third country trade) and related functions 
	Officers within the Chemical Control Team 

	
	Regulation 3(3) – “competent authority” for the purpose of exercising law enforcement powers in relation to drug precursors (UK-third country trade)
	Officers designated with the powers of a constable  and / or an officer of Revenue and Customs under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013

	Controlled Drugs (Drug Precursors) (Intra-Community Trade) Regulations 2008
	Regulation 3(3) – “competent authority” for the purpose of receiving Chemical Suspicious Activity Reports (internal UK trade) and related functions
	Officers within the Chemical Control Team

	
	Regulation 3(4) – “competent authority” for the purpose of exercising law enforcement powers in relation to drug precursors (internal UK trade)
	Officers designated with the powers of a constable  and / or an officer of Revenue and Customs under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013


	Coroners and Justice Act 2009
	Part 3 Chapter 1 – functions for and related to making applications for investigation anonymity orders 
	Deputy Director

	Counter-Terrorism Act 2008
	Sections 18(2) – destruction of “section 18 material” (fingerprints, DNA samples and DNA profiles held for the purposes of national security) 
	Deputy Director General

	
	Sections 18(7) and 18D(2) – permitting the check of section 18 material against records held by other law enforcement authorities
	Deputy Director General 

	
	Section 18B – retention of section 18 material following national security determination
	Deputy Director General

	Criminal Appeal Act 1995
	Section 17 – compliance with a requirement to provide a document or other material to the Criminal Cases Review Commission
	Deputy Director

	
	Sections 19 and 20 – compliance with a requirement to appoint a investigating officer to carry out the inquiries of the Criminal Cases Review Commission
	Deputy Director General

	Criminal Justice Act 2003
	Section 29 – power to authorise instituting criminal proceedings by written charge 
	Deputy Director

	Explosives Act 1875
	Section 75 – inspection of wharf, carriage, boat etc with explosives in transit
	Deputy Director

	Gangmasters (Licensing) Act 2004
	Section 22A – voluntary assistance to the Gangmasters and Labour Abuse Authority 
	Deputy Director General

	Immigration Act 1971 
	Section 28CA(2)(c) - power to authorise designated person to enter business premises for the purposes of arrest
	G2 designated with the powers of an immigration officer under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013

	Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
	Section 143(11) and (12) – duties relating to the destruction of fingerprints taken under the Act 
	Deputy Director General 

	Investigatory Powers Act 2016
	Part 2 Chapter 1 – make an application for a targeted interception warrant or a mutual assistance warrant, and related functions
	G2 

	
	Section 58(2)(b) - authorise the disclosure of an NCA targeted interception warrant or a mutual assistance warrant and its contents etc in exceptional circumstances
	Director 

	
	Section 133(2)(b) – authorise the disclosure of an NCA targeted equipment interference warrant and its contents etc in exceptional circumstances
	Director

	
	Schedule 6 Part 1 – “appropriate delegate” to issue a targeted equipment interference warrant under section 106(4) in urgent cases in the absence of the DG NCA
	Deputy Director


	Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002
	Section 5A - disclosure of information to the Northern Ireland Judicial Appointments Commission
	Deputy Director General 

	Land Registration Rules 2003
	Rule 140 and Schedule 5 – “qualifying applicant” for the purpose of inspecting, searching and obtaining official copies of land registry documents in connection with investigation or enforcement proceedings
	Any officer who is (a) designated with the powers of a constable and /or an officer of Revenue and Customs under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013, and / or (b) an Accredited Financial Investigator

	Legal Services Act 2007
	Section 169 - disclosure of information to the Legal Services Board
	G3

	Modern Slavery Act 2015
	Part 2 – functions for and related to making applications for (a) slavery and trafficking prevention orders and (b) slavery and trafficking risk orders
	G3

	
National Crime Agency (Complaints and Misconduct) Regulations 2013


	Whole regulations – functions of the “appropriate authority” (and related functions) under the Regulations where (a) the Director General is the appropriate authority in  accordance  with  regulation 2(1),  or (b) the Director General is otherwise carrying out the functions of an appropriate authority in accordance with arrangements under regulation 2(2)
	Deputy Director General has oversight of these function Actual functions carried out at level as set out in Scheme of Delegation

	
	Whole regulations – functions of the “relevant appeal body” (and related functions) under the Regulations where the Director General is the relevant appeal body in accordance with regulation 83(1)
	Deputy Director General has oversight of these function Actual functions carried out at level as set out in Scheme of Delegation

	
	Regulation 9(1) – duties to be kept informed of complaints and conduct matters in relation to the NCA
	Deputy Director General

	
	Regulation 9(5) to (11), 12, and 42(9) – functions in relation to provision of assistance to the Independent Office for Police Conduct
	Deputy Director General

	
	Regulation 17, 31 and 35 – duties in relation to preservation of evidence
	Deputy Director General

	
	Regulation 54(11) – duty to ensure that an NCA officer receives duty time for acting as an accompanying person
	Deputy Director

	Police (Northern Ireland) Act 1998  
	Section 60ZA(8) – duty to supply information to the Ombudsman
	G3

	
	Part VII – functions in relation to complaints and disciplinary proceedings in respect of NCA officers in Northern Ireland, in accordance with an agreement made under section 60ZA of the Act with the Police Ombudsman for Northern Ireland
	Deputy Director General has oversight of these function 

	Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2000
	Section 33A – provision of information to the Northern Ireland Policing Board
	Director 

	
	Section 52 – steps to ensure that NCA officers exercising functions in Northern Ireland have read and understood the Code of Ethics, and that the Codes’ provisions are reflected in NCA disciplinary procedures
	Deputy Director

	
	Section 59 – duty to report to the Northern Ireland Policing Board
	Deputy Director

	Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2000
	Section 60 – duties in relation to Inquiry by the Northern Ireland Policing Board following section 59 report 
	Director

	
	Schedule 1, paragraph 19A – attendance at Northern Ireland Policing Board meetings
	Director

	Police Act 1997
	Section 93 –  “authorising officer” for the purpose of granting, renewing and cancelling etc interference with property etc authorisations in Part III
	Deputy Director 

	Police Act 1997
	Section 113B – provision of information to be included in an enhanced criminal record certificate
	G3

	Police Act 1996
	Section 22A – power to enter into collaboration agreements with police forces and policing bodies
	Deputy Director General

	Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984
	Section 63AB – duty to act in accordance with guidance issued about the destruction of DNA profiles
	Deputy Director General 

	
	Section 63D – destruction of “section 63D material” (fingerprints and DNA profiles obtained under the Act or by consent) and related functions
	Deputy Director General 

	
	Section 63F – applications for retention of section 63D material
	Deputy Director General 

	
	Section 63G – applications for retention of proscribed section 63D material
	Deputy Director General 

	
	Section 63M – retention of section 63D material following national security determination 
	Deputy Director General

	
	Section 63R(2) and (13) – destruction of “section 63R material” (samples obtained under the Act or by consent) and related functions
	Deputy Director General 

	
	Section 63R(6) – applications for retention of proscribed section 63R material
	Deputy Director General 

	Police and Criminal Evidence (Northern  Ireland) Order 1989
	Article 64(5) and (7) – duties relating to the destruction of fingerprints and samples obtained in relation to the investigation of an offence in Northern Ireland
	Deputy Director General 

	Police Pensions Act 1976
	Section 11(9) and (10) – designation of a person’s service as “eligible service” for the purposes of the Act and Regulations made under the Act
	Director

	
	Whole Act – functions of a “police pension authority”, in accordance with section 11(2A)(c), in relation to functions under the Act and Regulations made under the Act 
	Director

	Police Property Regulations 1997
	Regulations 6, 7 and 8 – dealing with the Police Property Act Fund and the disposal of property
	Director

	Police Reform Act 2002
	Section 15 – duties to cooperate, and provide assistance in respect of local, supervised and managed IOPC investigation 
	Deputy Director General

	
	Section 16 – payment for assistance with an investigation
	Deputy Director

	
	Section 21A – authorise the onward disclosure by the  Independent Office of Police Conduct of sensitive information originating from the NCA (including but not limited to targeted interception warrant or a mutual assistance warrant and its contents etc)
	Director

	
	Schedule 2 paragraph 6 – arrangements for NCA officers to be engaged on temporary service with the IOPC
	Deputy Director

	Policing and Crime Act 2017
	Sections 84, 96 and 107 –  “law enforcement officer” permitted to exercise maritime enforcement powers in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland respectively
	Any officer who is designated with the powers of a constable under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013  

	Prison and Young Offenders Centre Rules (NI) 1995
	Rule 69 – authorising a designated NCA officer to visit a prisoner in Northern Ireland
	G2 

	Prison Rules 1999
	Rule 36 – authorising a designated NCA officer to visit a prisoner in England and Wales
	G2 

	Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Scot.) Rules 2011
	Rule 68 – authorising a designated NCA officer to visit a prisoner in Scotland
	G2 

	Proceeds of Crime Act 2002
	Sections 47G, 127G and 195G - “senior officer” to give approval to use of search and seizure powers in confiscation matters in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland respectively  
	Accredited Financial Investigators at G3 


	
	Section 290 – “senior officer” for the purpose of authorising a search for cash where it is not practicable to obtain the approval of a judicial officer
	Accredited Financial Investigators at G3 

	
	Section 297A – “senior officer” for the purpose of giving a cash forfeiture notice
	Accredited Financial Investigators at G3

	
	Section 303E – “senior officer” for the purpose of authorising a search for certain personal (or moveable) property where it is not practicable to obtain the approval of a judicial officer
	Accredited Financial Investigators at G3 

	
	Section 303K – “senior officer” for the purpose of authorising the continued detention of certain personal (or moveable) property seized under section 303J
	Accredited Financial Investigators at G3 

	
	Section 303O – “senior officer” for the purpose of authorising an agreement to the payment of a relevant item of expenditure, in respect of certain personal (or moveable) property
	Accredited Financial Investigators at G3 

	
	Section 303Q – “senior officer” for the purpose of authorising an agreement to the payment in respect of associated or joint property, in respect of certain personal (or moveable) property
	Accredited Financial Investigators at G3 

	
	Section 303Z2 – “senior officer” for the purpose functions related to account freezing orders, and account forfeiture notices and orders
	Accredited Financial Investigators at G3 

	
	Section 325(2) – officer to receive declarations from NCA officers exercising functions under Part 6 POCA
	G3

	
	Part 7 – officer authorised to receive / deal with suspicious activity reports and related functions (required disclosures in relation to suspicions of money laundering) 
	UKFIU officer


	Proceeds of Crime Act 2002
	Section 336D – “senior officer” for the purpose of making applications to extend the moratorium period
	Accredited Financial Investigator at G3 

	
	Section 339ZH – “relevant person” for the purpose of applications for further information orders
	G2 UKFIU officer

	
	Section 378(5) – “appropriate officer” for the purposes of money laundering investigations (allows persons, other than NCA officers with constable powers or accredited financial investigators, to be appropriate officers)
	Deputy Director

	
	Section 378(8) – “senior officer” for the purpose of giving approvals for the use of the following investigatory powers under Part 8 POCA:
     (a) disclosure orders [see section 362(6)]; 
     (b) customer information orders [see section 369(7)]; &
     (c) obtaining evidence overseas [see section 375A(3)]
	Accredited Financial Investigator at G2 

	
	Section 449 – power to designate an officer as an “authorised person” for the purpose of authorising for use of pseudonyms
	Deputy Director

	Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (Northern Ireland) Order 1996
	Article 49 – “senior National Crime Agency officer” to apply to the court to make use of specified investigative powers in relation to a confiscation investigation in Northern Ireland
	Accredited Financial Investigator at G2


	Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (External Investigations) Order 2013
	Article 2 – “senior appropriate officer” for the purpose of making applications etc for a customer information order under Article 28
	Accredited Financial Investigator at G2 


	Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (External Requests and Orders) Order 2005
	Articles 17F and 103F – “senior officer” to approach the use of search and seizure powers in relation to external investigations
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	Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (External Requests and Orders) Order 2005
	Article 213E –  “senior officer” for the purpose of authorising a search for certain personal (or moveable) property, in respect of external investigations, where it is not practicable to obtain the approval of a judicial officer
	Accredited Financial Investigator at G3 

	
	Article 213N – “senior officer” for the purpose of authorising an agreement to the payment in respect of associated or joint property, in respect of certain personal (or moveable) property and in respect of external investigations
	Accredited Financial Investigator at G3 

	
	Article 213Z2 – “senior officer” for the purpose of functions related to account freezing orders and account forfeiture notices and orders, in respect of external investigations
	Accredited Financial Investigator at G3 

	Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (Investigations in different parts of the UK) Order 2003
	Articles 12A, 12B, 22A, 22B, 32A and 32B – officer authorised to personally serve further information orders [although the order could be served by post, fax or email]
	Any UKFIU officer and / or any officer designated with the powers of a constable under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013

	Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 
	Section 21 - applications for prohibition orders and premises orders; 
Section 24 - applications for reimbursement of costs; and
Section 28 – applications for variation and discharge
	Any G3 officer or above designated with the powers of a constable and / or an officer of Revenue and Customs under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013

	
	Section 23 – authorised person for enforcement of access prohibitions

	Any officer designated with the powers of a constable and / or an officer of Revenue and Customs under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013

	
	Section 36 – officers authorised to exercise stop, search, seizure and disposal powers 
	Any officer designated with the powers of a constable and / or an officer of Revenue and Customs under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013

	
	Schedule 4 paragraph 7 – notification of restriction in prohibition notice / order affecting non-UK service providers
	Any G3 officer or above designated with the powers of a constable and / or an officer of Revenue and Customs under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013 

	Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000
	Section 32(6) – “senior authorising officer” for the purpose of granting, renewing and cancelling intrusive surveillance authorisations under Part II
	Deputy Director 

	
	Section 51 - authorisation to grant a section 49 disclosure notice (a requirement to disclose computer passwords etc.) with a requirement that only disclosure of the key will be sufficient to comply with the notice (‘a section 50(3)(c) statement’) 
	Director

	
	Section 76A(6)(a) - officer who is to be notified of foreign surveillance operations carried out in the UK   
	Deputy Director

	
	Section 76A(8), and Article 2 of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Foreign Surveillance Operations) Order 2004 – power to notify that foreign surveillance operations carried out in the UK are unlawful
	Director

	
	Schedule 2 paragraph 6 - authorisation to grant a section 49 disclosure notice in proscribed circumstances
	Director

	Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 
	Regulation 31J – power to certify that the safety of a person would be at risk, for the purpose of supporting an application for anonymous registration on the electoral register in England and Wales
	Deputy Director

	
	Regulation 45F – power to request a copy of the record of anonymous entries on the electoral register in England and Wales
	Deputy Director

	Representation of the People (Northern Ireland) Regulations 2008
	Regulation 38D – power to certify that the safety of a person would be at risk, for the purpose of supporting an application for anonymous registration on the electoral register in Northern Ireland
	Deputy Director

	
	Regulation 53C – power to request a copy of the record of anonymous entries on the electoral register in Northern Ireland
	Deputy Director

	Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001
	Regulation 31J – power to certify that the safety of a person would be at risk, for the purpose of supporting an application for anonymous registration on the electoral register in Scotland
	Deputy Director

	
	Regulation 45E – power to request a copy of the record of anonymous entries on the electoral register in Scotland
	Deputy Director

	Security Service Act 1989
	Section 2 – arrangements with the Director-General of the Security Services for coordinating the activities of the Service in support of the activities of the NCA, police forces and other law enforcement agencies
	Deputy Director General

	Road Traffic Act 1988
	Section 124 – making arrangements in relation to NCA officers acting as driving instructors for the purpose of an exemption to the general registration requirement on driving instructors
	Deputy Director

	Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act 2018
	The power, under Sanctions Regulations made under section 19 of the Act, to use maritime enforcement powers in relation to sanctions
	Any officer designated with the powers of a constable under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013 

	Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005
	Part 2 Chapter 4 – functions of a “protection provider” in relation to the protection of witnesses and other persons
	G2

	Sexual Offences Act 2003
	Section 94(2) – supply of information to the Secretary of State for verification
	Deputy Director

	
	Part 2 – functions for and related to making applications in England and Wales for (a) sexual harm prevention orders and (b) sexual risk orders
	G2


	Telecommunications Restriction Orders (Custodial Institutions) (E&W) Regulations 2016
	Whole Regulations – functions in relation to applications for Telecommunications Restriction Orders
	Deputy Director General

	Terrorism Act 2000
	Part III – officers authorised to receive / deal with required disclosures in relation to suspicions involving terrorist property, and related functions 
	UKFIU officer

	
	Section 22B – “law enforcement officer” for the purpose of applications for further information orders
	UKFIU officer

	
	Section 22B – “senior law enforcement officer” for the purpose of applications for further information orders
	G2 UKFIU officer

	Terrorism Act 2000 (Enforcement in Different Parts of the United Kingdom) Order 2018
	Articles 11, 12, 23, 24, 35, 36 – officers authorised to personally serve further information orders [although the order could be served by post, fax or email]
	Any UKFIU officer and / or  any officer designated with the powers of a constable under section 10 of the Crime and Courts Act 2013

	Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Act 2011
	Section 10(5) to (7) duties related to criminal investigations into terrorism-related activity
	Deputy Director General
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